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OXFORD City Council is selecting a developer to take 
forward the regeneration of Blackbird Leys district 
centre and deliver about 300 new homes, a significant 
portion of which will be affordable. The shopping and 
public space area on Blackbird Leys Road will also be 
developed and a new community centre created. 

The council and the chosen developer will explore 
options to maximise housing delivery at the district 
centre in line with the new Local Plan, which proposes 
higher density schemes within the city. In the first 
instance, the development partner will bring forward 
proposals for the council-owned sites at the district 
centre and at Knights Road. 

Many of the buildings in the central area of Blackbird 
Leys, which were developed in the 1950s and ‘60s, 
are now suffering from significant deterioration. The 
developer will work with the council and the local 
community to develop detailed plans to improve the 
areas earmarked for regeneration. 


COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 


There will also be the potential for this development 
partner to work with the council and partners to 
bring forward other sites in the Blackbird Leys area. 
Residents and local ward councillors have influenced 
the regeneration proposals over the years, starting 
with a series of workshops undertaken with the 
Prince’s Foundation. Feedback from these workshops 
and the community meetings continues to influence 
development proposals. 

Property consultants CBRE, who were earlier this year 
appointed by the council to help find a development 
partner, are leading the selection process, which is 
subject to EU procurement rules. Accordingly, it is i 
anticipated that the chosen partner will be in place early 
in 2018. 

Councillor Mike Rowley, Board Member for Housing, 
said: “I'm pleased we are taking the next steps to get a 


development partner to help deliver this scheme. We z 
have shared this update with residents and stakeholders 

and contacted individual residents of the district centre 

who may be affected by the future redevelopment of 


the area. 
“We will have one to one meetings with them to 


share the plans, including alternative accommodation 
arrangements for the duration of the redevelopment, 
and address any concerns that they might have. We 
are also inviting anyone with concerns to approach 
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When we have a development partner then plans will 
be worked up in detail and we will seek views from 
the local community. We do hope you will take the 
opportunity to get involved as the project moves 
forward.” 


us so that we can address them. The project is at an 
early stage, so there is still a way to go to a final design 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. 
Non-position holders: John Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Peter 
Nowland and Pat Stannard. For contact and further details see page 5. 


BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD 

Linda Smith — Labour. 125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, OX3 ORB 
T 07961121704 E: clirlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 

Rae Humberstone — Labour. 75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, 0X4 7UZ 
T 01865 779678 & 07768 429566 


NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 

Sian Taylor — Labour. 5 Regent Street, Oxford, 0X4 10U 
T 07767 311425 E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 
Jennifer Pegg — Labour 

T 07525 720599 E: cllrjpeqq@oxford.gov.uk 


LEYS DIVISION 
Deborah Mcllveen— Labour. 17 Three Corners Road, Oxford 0X4 7UF 
T 01865 727824 & 07941 785538 


Anneliese Dodds — Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. 
E: anneliesedoddsmp@gmail.com 
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A tribute to 
erry Webb 


OVER the summer we have sadly had to wave goodbye to a 
community stalwart and friend to many, Gerry Webb. 

Gerry started getting involved in community projects 
back in 2004 when he was recovering from a stroke, and had 
moved into Frys Court. He took part in the then Leys Linx 
Centre Committee, then became a Director of Leys News. He 
then went on to the Parish Council and was the Chair of the 
Community Association. 

Gerry's biggest achievement by far though was his 
commitment to the Clockhouse over 50s IT Project, which he 
founded and ran until he passed away. Throughout the years 
Gerry supported, taught and encouraged people to gain 
confidence in many aspects of IT. 

He will be missed by many as he was a larger than life 
character throughout Blackbird Leys and Greater Leys. 


Volunteers needed to teach digital skills 


OXFORDSHIRE County Council has launched 
anew campaign appealing for digital helper 
volunteers to teach basic digital skills to 
people in their community. Digital helpers 
teach basic digital skills to people with little 

or no experience of using computers or the 
internet. They volunteer in libraries, providing 
one-to-one support and encouragement to 
boost confidence and help people to help 
themselves. 

Digital helpers teach skills such as how to set 
up an email account, search for jobs, complete 
online forms, navigate the internet and find 
useful websites, and use e-learning courses. 

Teaching digital skills has lots of benefits. 

It enables others to access employment and 
training, use online services, become more 
independent and less isolated. But starting to 
do anything online when you don't know how 
can be daunting. That’s where digital helpers 
come in! 

Brian Day, digital helper at Grove Library 
said: “With the move to more and more things 
going online, some people can perhaps 
feel digitally isolated. By doing this and 
encouraging them | can help give them a 
little bit of confidence to give it a try. It's two 
hours a week and it’s easy to fit in. If anyone’s 


interested in volunteering, I'd say come along 
and give it a go - most of the questions aren't 


that hard!” 
If you are patient, have good 


communication skills, enjoy working with 


learners of all ages and can spare a few hours a 
week, then Oxfordshire County Council would 
like to hear from you. Schedules can work 
around you so that you can fit it around your 
busy life. 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 


Could you help a child to read? 


ARCh (Assisted Reading for Children) is a local registered 
charity which operates in Oxfordshire primary schools to 
help children who are struggling with reading. Could you 
help a child and change their life forever? 

All it takes is one and a half hours twice a week during 
the school day as an ARCh volunteer in a primary school 
near you! You don't need any qualifications, just patience, 
enthusiasm and kindness. There are schools in Littlemore, 
Cowley and Blackbird Leys waiting for volunteers. Full 
training is given and the charity provides ongoing support , 
and will reimburse travel expenses. 


E To find out more: telephone 01869 320380 
or email info@archoxfordshire.org.uk 
www.archoxfordshire.org.uk ~~. 
The charity obtains enhanced DBS checks on all 
volunteers before placement. 


~% BLAP needs 
“volunteers 


BY SUE PRICE October 23-27 for the half | Sometimes Terry works 
term play scheme with the children when 

BLACKBIRD Leys Children play outside, they visit the IT Hub but he 

Adventure Playground enjoy arts and crafts or also loves being with them 


has now been re-opened 
for over five years, and the 
numbers of eight to 13 year 
olds who use the facilities 
after school each day 
continues to grow. 

BLAP has recently 
appointed two assistant 
play leaders, Maeson John 
and Chantell Clifford to 
help Sarah Wain the Play 
and Project Leader. 

In order to give the 


cooking and generally 
have fun as they play. 
The back area of the 
playground offers scope 
for gardening, a tree house 
to play on, cycles to be 
mended and woodwork 
undertaken. BLAP needs 
more volunteers of all 
ages in order to allow the 
children to have regular 
access to all areas of the 
playground. 


as they play football , jump 
on the trampoline or just 
want to talk. 

Tyler volunteers as a 
Junior Leader and works 
with the younger children 
helping with the art or with 
the outside activities. 

Training is available 
so all volunteers 
can understand the 
importance of play and 
DBS checks and references 


BLAP members the best Volunteers who would are required for all adult 
possible choices when be willing to help apply for volunteers. 
they come to BLAP they more funding or register 


are looking for more 
volunteers who can offer 
a few hours a week to 
work with the children 
and young people. BLAP 
is open for longer from 


the children as they arrive 
or undertake some of the 
administration would also 
be welcome 


E If anyone would like 
to know more please 
phone Sarah at BLAP on 
Terry with his wife Dawn 01865 236646 or email 
volunteer each Friday. on Diaper yahow: co.uk 


new 
members | 


BY RICHARD CHIDWICK 


THE Leys CDI Clockhouse based on the 
Long Ground, Blackbird Leys wants more 
people to make use of the facilities. 

Adrian Turner has been working as a 
volunteer at The Clockhouse for years, 
and is worried about the future of some 
of the groups that are run there. 

Adrian said: “The CDI in Blackbird 
Leys really needs more members of 
groups like the Friendleys and SLIGO the 
gardening group to come along and 
get involved. If people don’t turn up to 
groups there is a risk that people who 
want to get involved, won't be able to.” 

Dawn Williams, from the Clockhouse 


RANDAN 


Clockhouse R Adrian Turner. 


interested in joining then they should 
give us a call. We have new activities 
coming soon, such as a Walking Group 
and Book Club.” 

Due to falling members of certain 
groups, staff and group coordinators 
are looking for ways to generate new 
membership for this vital community 


added: “We support members to tackle 
isolation, boost health and wellbeing, 
develop new skills and interests and live 
life to the full. We offer a wide range of 
activities such as Yoga, Tai Chi, Singing, 
Monday Social, Art Group, IT and SLIGO 
our gardening group and if anyone is 


project. The Clockhouse brings together 
local over-50's to create a positive impact 
on the local community. 


E For more info call 01865 395908 or 
Email: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 
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New mobile phone 
app delivers the 
best sustainably 
sourced food 


BY RICHARD CHIDWICK 


THE Fair Food Forager Team, an Australian 
business, has located its UK hub in Oxford 
because of the quality of local food and the 
existing network of producers. 

Fair Food Forager is an app that can be 
accessed on mobile phones to find local food 
outlets that are sustainable businesses. 

Paul Hellier, Founder of Fair Food Forager 
said: “It's about making those values such 
as ethical eating an easy decision to make. 
So users can quickly find the nearest place, 
support a business that is trying to be better, 
and then have an impact with where they 
spend their money.” 

The location-based service gives 
information to consumers about how a food 
provider scores in 13 categories which cover 
food waste, plastic waste, sourcing local 
produce, and sourcing sustainably without 
animal cruelty. The company also has an 
icon indicating businesses with homemade 
products, fair work and charitable practices. 
The aim is to make it easy for people to 
support businesses which are better for the 
environment, animals, and people. 


This innovative new app lists cafes, 
restaurants, producers, grocers, and caterers. 
The startup was founded in October 2015 
by Paul in Australia, with a vision to change 
the way the world eats by making ethical 
easy. Now with around 1,200 listings in eight 
countries, the app is free to download on 
Android and iTunes stores. 

Fair Food Forager is a registered B Corp. 
Which is the equivalent of ‘fair trade’ in 
the business sector. In order to qualify, the 
company had to meet rigorous standards 
of social and environmental performance, 
accountability, and transparency. 

The company is looking forward to 
expanding in the UK, and are looking for 
businesses to sign up, as well as foodies keen 
to suggest their favourite haunts and support 
businesses doing better for the world. 


E Follow on social media @Fairfoodforager - Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook 
For more info email dayna@fairfoodforager.com or visit www.fairfoodforager.co.uk 


CLEAN, GREEN OXFORD 


Employment charity receives 
prestigious Prime Minister's Award 


LOCAL employment charity and 
social enterprise Aspire Oxford 
received a special “Points of 
Light” Prime Minister’s Award for 
founding member and Chair of 
Trustees, Dr Carol Sweetenham. 

Points of Light are given 
to volunteers who make an 
outstanding change within their 
community in celebration of the 
inspirational volunteering that 
takes place across the UK every 
day. Since the awards launched in 
2014, a wide range of exceptional 
people have been named Points 
of Light by the Prime Minister. 
This award was given to Carol in 
recognition of Aspire’s tireless 
efforts to help hundreds of 
marginalised local people 
overcome disadvantage and find 
employment each year. 

Carol said: “In Aspire we work 
as a team to support the most 
vulnerable people in Oxfordshire 
back into work. Our aim is to do 
things differently and do them 
better. All of us are very proud of 
what we do, and we are delighted 
to have our work recognised in 
this way.” 

Last year, Aspire Oxford 
transformed over 1,000 lives 
across the county, and we 
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Dr Carol Sweetenham. 


93% maintained their recovery 
from addiction. Aspire also 

runs one of the few remaining 
Community Transport services 

in the county, reducing isolation 
and loneliness for 154 passengers 
every year. This award highlights 
Aspire’s exceptional work 
achieving lasting social change. 


supported in excess of 700 local 
people to overcome addiction 
and move towards employment 
and provided 183 clients with 
specialist employability support 
and work experience on social 
enterprises. 

Of clients with an offending 
history, 99% did not re-offend and 
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DON’T LET YOUR RUBBISH BE 
ILLEGALLY DUMPED 


People are advertising to clear rubbish in your area 
which is often fly-tipped in and around Oxford. 


We want to hear from you if you receive a leaflet 
through your door. 


Contact saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk or telephone 
(01865) 249811 


iam Fly-tippers face prosecution with a maximum penalty 


BUILDING A WORLD CLASS CITY FOR EVERYONE 


of imprisonment, or an on the spot fine of £400. 


Help us to keep Oxfordshire a clean and safe place to 
live. 
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ASB Officer Anthony Cole. 


Working parents — D 


WORKING parents of three and four- 7 
year-old children may be entitled to 
30 hours free childcare per week. This 
includes those who are self-employed 
and some parents on zero hours 


contracts. 


To find out if you are eligible visit 


www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/. 


To join those already benefiting apply 
by the beginning of December for a 


January start. 


The Family Information Service has 
information about childcare providers in 
your area. Visit fisd.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
To find out if you are eligible visit www. 


childcarechoices.gov.uk/. 


Does race 
matter 
debate 


WHATEVER your views are 
on a multicultural society, or 
that we have moved on from 
racism, or even the idea that 
colour doesn’t matter anymore, 
there are struggles that people 
continue to face. 

An evening of discussion 
and debate is being held on 
18 October at 6.30pm at The 


neighbourhood or intimidated by a neighbour's 
behaviour? Antisocial behaviour (ASB) affects lots 
of people and can have an impact on you, your 
home and your community. If you're experiencing 
antisocial behaviour you don’t have to cope on 
your own - there are now officers across the area 
from Oxford City Council, A2D, GreenSquare, and 
Catalyst Housing who can help you. 

ASB Officer Anthony Cole, helps Catalyst Housing 
residents in Blackbird and Greater Leys. He said: 
“ASB is behaviour that causes or is likely to cause 
harassment, alarm and distress to one person ora 
number of people living in the same household. It 
is caused by someone such as a neighbour causing 
you or someone in your house distress. 

“| would like to really encourage residents to 
try and speak to their neighbour, who caused the 
nuisance as long as is safe to do so. Most ASB cases 
can be prevented if you speak to your neighbour 
first. 

For example, let's say that a neighbour is 
experiencing ASB. There is loud music coming from 
the neighbour's flat, which prevents the neighbour 
from sleeping during the day because he is a shift 
worker. To resolve this issue both neighbours spoke 
to each other. They found a good solution together. 


Glow Hall in the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre entitled 
Does Race Matter - Here! 

This event is hosted by a 
new community group called 
Leys Matters which aims to 
bring together local activists 
to discuss and explore the 
very issues that people raise as 
being important locally. 

The event will begin with 
four passionate and engaging 
speakers talking about their 
own experiences and views 
about the topic followed by 
round table discussions with 
participants about the subjects 
covered. 

Topics on the table so far 
include: what is the role for 


on't miss out! 
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black young men in modern 
UK society? Women’s issues 
and the need to ensure the 
woman's voice is heard within 
the community, Female 
Genital Mutilation and 

how our community can 
respond? Islamophobia and its 
connections with racism as well 
as an exploration of the wider 
political black identity. 

It promises to be a lively 
and interesting evening and 
organisers are really hoping 
that people will engage in the 
topical debates of the evening 
as well working together to 
take action to address these 
issues. 


window into the neighbour's flat and they agreed 
whenever music is played, the bathroom window 
would be closed. It worked for both and it was a 
positive result because they spoke to each other.” 
Anthony added that sometimes, if neighbours 
cannot agree to talk, then the situation has to be 
taken further. 

“You really need to report it and give evidence. 
Please make notes of the incidents. What time 
and day did it happen? What happened? Who 
was involved? How did it effect you/your family? 
Unfortunately, if you don't report it, it can’t be dealt 
with. Please report to your Landlord, such as Oxford 
City Council, A2D, GreenSquare, Catalyst Housing 
directly and if you are a home owner to Oxford 
City Council. Oxford City Council has an ASB team. 
Phone 01865 249811 or email saferoxford.gov.uk “ 


Read all about 
it at the Leys 
Library 


DO YOU read the local papers, national papers 
or perhaps the international news is getting you 
down or makes you want to talk about it all? 
The news certainly provides us with lots of 
hot and controversial topics. The Blackbird Leys 
Learning Centre provided by Abingdon and 
Witney College is running weekly free drop in 
sessions on Friday mornings from 10am-12pm to 
read the news and discuss the topics of the day. 
Bring along a coffee or a tea and a different 
range of newspapers are provided each week. 
Those that come along pick a story that means 
something to them and discuss it with the rest 
of the group. So far discussions have included 
- are we too concerned with celebrities private 
lives? who controls the media and local news 
coverage of city council decisions. 


Parish Council 


Tuesday 31 October, 7pm 
Meeting held in Jack Argent Room, 


BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 


Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), John 
Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Peter Nowland and 


Pat Stannard. 


Phone (9am—5pm) 07754 271831 


Email bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 


minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys 
please go to the community website 
www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk 


hese 
Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council ` 
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Want to advertise in Leys News? 


To discuss your advert email John at advertising@leysnews.co.uk or call 01865 711756 
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Balancing childcare with 
work hits South East parents’ 
health and wellbeing 


ALMOST two-fifths of South East 
parents (38%) claim balancing 
childcare responsibilities with work 
has negatively impacted their health 
or mental wellbeing, research has 
revealed. 

In a study of 1,123 workers by Willis 
Towers Watson, only 30% of South 
East workers said their employer 
currently offers childcare support or 
benefits. Furthermore, almost a third 
(30%) said their employers fails to pay 
maternity or paternity leave above 
the statutory minimum. 

The Willis Towers Watson 
Employee Benefits and Wellbeing 
Barometer explores attitudes to 
employee benefits among UK 
workers. 

Director Mike Blake said: “Although 
the government's new Tax-Free 
Childcare scheme may be helping to 
address the financial burden, this is 
just one piece of the jigsaw. For some 
parents, additional benefits such as 
further financial support, access to 
a workplace nursery or provision of 
flexible working practices, may prove 
invaluable.” 


The right to request flexible 
working was extended from parents 
and carers to all employees with 26 
weeks’ or more continuous service 
in June 2014. Requests can still be 
turned down however if they have 
been addressed by the employer ina 
“reasonable manner”. 

According to more than a quarter 
of South East workers (28%), not 
enough is being done and employers 
should be offering more childcare 
support. Blake has pointed out that 
doing so can make good business 
sense. He said: “Supporting working 
parents can have a positive impact 
for organisations in a number of 
key areas. By looking after their 
financial and emotional wellbeing, 
incidents of sickness absence can 
be reduced and productivity can be 
increased through improved levels of 
motivation and engagement. 

"Furthermore, support for this 
important workforce demographic 
can reinforce an organisation's 
reputation as an employer of choice 
and, in turn, help boost recruitment 
and retention.” 


Social 
Saturday 
comes to 
Oxford 


THIS Saturday (Oct 14) is Social 
Saturday, a UK wide day of activity to 
celebrate and raise awareness of British 
social enterprises. These are businesses 
that trade for a social or environmental 
purpose, reinvesting their profits for 
the good of their communities. 

Social enterprises are businesses 
and just like other businesses they 
trade to make a profit. But it’s what 
they do with their profits that sets 
them apart - reinvesting or donating 
them to address pressing social and 
environmental issues. 

There are more than 70,000 social 
enterprises in the UK operating in 


an array of industries and sectors, 
and selling a vast range of products 
and services. What's more they are 
outperforming traditional SMEs when 
it comes to start-up rates and growth, 
and are leading the way when it 
comes to diversity in leadership 
teams, and paying the Living Wage. 

Social Saturday is an opportunity 
for social enterprises to shout out 
loud about the work they are doing, 
to get new customers and to be part 
of a national campaign, supported 
by the government. The campaign 
is led by the national body for social 
enterprises, Social Enterprise UK (SEUK) 
and is supported by the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport. 

There will a wide range of events 
across Oxford and a chance to 
find out more about how social 
enterprises work and how they 
support people. 


E To find out more contact Grant 
Hayward on 01865 881047 or 
email grant@collaborent.co.uk 
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Clever moves at The Clockhouse 


CLEVER Movement Pilates 
classes by Jane Callaway, will be 
taking place at The Barn from 
this month. Jane teaches very 
popular and well-established 
physio-led Pilates classes around 
Oxford and is offering a new 
class at the Barn at Greater Leys, 
for adults of all ages. Jane is a 


Chartered Physiotherapist and 15 years. 


has specialised in musculo- 
skeletal health and well-being 
since 1995. She obtained her MSc "I have been attending Jane's 
in Sports Physiotherapy in 2005 
and worked with GB rowing for 
six years. Jane has worked for 
many years in the NHS, and was 
the team leader of an out-patient 
physiotherapy department for 


One local resident who has 
taken part in Jane’s classes said: 


classes for two years and have 
found her classes so beneficial, 
my strength and balance has 
improved enormously.” 

The classes run in blocks of 
eight and cost £76 for the block. 
Booking is essential. 


E For more info please email Jane at: janecallawaypilates@hotmail.co.uk 
The Clockhouse is offering reduced rates for residents who are over 50 and live at Blackbird 
Leys or Greater Leys - please contact Dawn on 01865 395908 or dawn.williams@leyscdi.co.uk 


Funds raised 
at coffee morning 
for Sobell House 


BY RICHARD CHIDWICK 


LEYS residents enjoyed home-made food and 
raised funds for Sobell House at a special event 
at The Clockhouse. There was bread and butter 
pudding, bacon butties, coffee and tea on sale at 
the event organised by Bev Barrett and her team 
from GreenSquare Housing. 

Bev said: “We do this event to raise funds for 
Sobell House four times a year, and this particular 
event is even more poignant because one of our 
members, Gerry Webb, who passed away recently, 
worked for organisations like the Clockhouse and 
served the wider community.” 


Resident Eric Hall said: “I think it is a very good 
thing to have a morning like this and get together, 
the event helps to raise money for equipment 
that Sobell House needs. People here today have 
had personal experience of Sobell House or know 
those who have had terminal illness.” 

Julie Ayers added: “The money raised could be 
used for cancer research, and hopefully a cure will 
one day be found.” 

Local resident Frank Moxham said: “We need 
far more money for machines to help people 
suffering and a lot more research and funding into 
medication.” 

Sue from Blackbird Leys added: “I like attending 
events like this, and | like giving money to charities 
such as Sobell House. It’s good to get together to 
support the cause.” 


E For info about future coffee mornings 
contact bev.barret@greensquaregroup.com 


Summer Clean Green Campaign — 


JOIN US THIS 
HALLOWEEN AT 
TEMPLARS SQUARE FOR 
SOME SPOOKY 
FUN AND GAMES! 
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Greater Leys 


A VERY well attended launch event at the Barn Catalyst 
Housing offices signalled the start of the latest Clean Green 
Oxford campaign at Greater Leys. 

The launch included stands from Waste and Recycling, 
Streetscene, with both Catalyst and Green Square Housing 
associations. 

City Council services including Recycling, Housing, 
Neighbourhoods, Streetscene, CRT and Highways teams 
partnered with the various Leys Housing associations 
and tackled a number of environmental issues historically 
experienced by both organisations such as fly tipping, litter 
and untidy gardens. 

A comprehensive programme of works followed 
including pavement rejuvenation, graffiti and highway 
inspections, gully clearances, shrub maintenance, furniture 
maintenance together with a schedule of intensive 
pavement and alley deep cleaning and road sweeping. 

To accompany this, public engagement through door 
visits and enforcement patrols took place. The teams aimed 
to raise awareness around environmental issues such as 
littering and dog fouling, fly tipping and promote the 
council's bulky waste collection service. 


Some of the results include: 


@ 12 signups to the Blue Bin League at the launch. 
@ Fifty five incidences of graffiti were noted 
and scheduled for removal 
@ Ten lamp posts and eight street name 
signs cleaned 
®@ Gullies cleaned out in 97 streets 
© An old bench replaced on Coriander Way 
and a bus shelter replaced on Grenoble way 
@ Seven verbal warnings were issued over gardens 
that could harbour vermin. 
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OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


In partnership with 


UC Universal 
Credit 
Opening up work 


Get ready for 
Universal Credit 


Benefits and 
tax credits 
are changing 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


3. Get 
budgeting 
You'll need to 
budget so you 

can pay your 
rent, your bills 
and your other 
living costs. 


1. Get a bank 
account 
You'll need an 
account for 
your monthly 
payment. 


2. Get online 


You'll need 
internet access 
to make and 
manage your 
Universal 
Credit claim. 


D: up to date 


information and 
advice, visit 
www.oxford.gov.uk/uc 


Building a world-class city for everyone 
Job opportunities in: 


CITY 
OUNCE 


Recruitment 
Roadshow 


Tuesday 17 October 2017 
4pm to 7pm 


Jack Argent Room, Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre, Blackbird Leys Road, OX4 GHW 


Details at 
www.oxford.gov.uk/recruitmentroadshow 
E: hradmin@oxford.gov.uk 

T: 01865 252848 


Rick Mower (centre) with Alex William and Frank Moxham. 
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BY RICHARD CHIDWICK 


RAW, a social enterprise on Dunnock 
Way Blackbird Leys, has opened a large 
new retail outlet selling reclaimed wood 
and a range of wooden products. RAW 
already operates a busy joinery workshop 
and waste wood collection service from 
the site and the new shop is the latest 
addition to the growing enterprise. 

The new shop sells a huge variety of 
reclaimed wood and timber at prices 
that are usually less than 50% of what 
major retailers charge. Customers will 
also be able to have wood cut-to-size on 


site and order different finishes too. 
RAW’s main joinery workshop 
manufactures a range of high-quality 
products that are sold to large corporate 
customers and private individuals. RAW’s 
Wood Recycling service collects waste 
wood from builders and development sites. 
Both these, and the new shop, also offer 
training and placements for people who are 
facing disadvantage and barriers to work. 
RAW prides itself on providing high 
quality services and products. RAW 
Managing Director, Rick Mower said: 
“We're all about being the best we can 
be. We create products, and offer services 


that compete in the market place and, at 
the same time, we create opportunities 
for people to gain skills, self-esteem and 
have a place where they are valued.” 

More than 85% of the RAW team will 
be dealing with issues such as physical or 
learning difficulties, mental health illness, 
and recovery from addiction and criminal 
histories. 

Frank who works at RAW said: “I do 
a variety of jobs from packing wood, 
helping in the yard and in the shop. | 
started working here in 2005 and all the 
Staff are very helpful, and very pleasant. 
I'm pleased with what I do here.” 


He added: “RAW really brings people 
in to the project as the jobs are great, and 
| enjoy helping people and colleagues 
out. It’s interesting, | keep busy here and it 
makes everyone happy.” 

RAW has had a lot of support from local 
politicians such as Linda Smith and Helen 
Evans who can see that buying from social 
enterprises makes sense. 

Rick added: “Organisations, like 
local authorities, colleges and housing 
associations can see that by buying 
from RAW they are creating social and 
environmental impact on a local level 
without paying more or any drop in 


RAW ambition on Blackbird Leys 


quality. It really is a win-win. Having the 
support of community leaders like Linda 
and Helen has been great.” 

To celebrate the opening of the new 
reclaimed wood shop, RAW are offering a 
10% discount to readers of Leys News. All 
you need to do is bring this article in with 
you to the shop. 


E For more info about Crew 
opportunities to join RAW 

or their products and services, 
contact team@raw-workshop.co.uk. 
Tel 01865 714111. 


BY JANE YATES 


THERE is something magical about 
pop up cards. Like having a glimpse 
into a secret world, and the best bit 
is they are so easy to do and look 
stunning. 

You will need some sheets 
of card, scissors, old gardening 
magazines and some glue and glue 
dots. 

First select the flower images that 
you want from the magazines and 
cut around them. Stick these to the 
cardboard and leave to dry. Once 
dry carefully cut around them. 

Next fold a sheet of card in half, 
| use A4, but you can use any size. 
Then cut lines in pairs from the fold 
out. The longer the line, the further 
forward the flower image will sit. 

Then fold each of the cuts back 
into themselves. Then, open up and 
choose where you would like to 
place each flower, before you add a 
glue dot to stick. Warning, the glue 
dots are very sticky so it is difficult to 
change your mind once there are in 
place. 

Have fun, you don’t need to use 
flowers as | have done, you could 
use anything, family photos, pets, 
celebrities. 

The cards fold flat, but if you 
use larger images than the size 
of the card, you will need a larger 
envelope if you're going to post it. 
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Havea 
spook-tacular 
half term! 


BEFORE we know it, half term will be upon 
us so to make sure you don't get bored and 
have plenty of time to plan your Halloween 
activities, we have put together a few ideas to 
help you have a great time and loads of fun 
with your family and friends. 


Spooky story-writing 

See who can write the scariest story. Start off by 
coming up with characters, a setting and a few 
possible beginnings and endings. Now let the 
authors loose with paper and pencils. When 
they're done, take turns telling stories with a lit 
torch under the chin for eeriness. 


Wrap the mummy 

Sacrifice a few cheap toilet rolls for a mummy- 
wrapping competition. Two teams must wrap 
their designated mummy from head to toe. 
Whoever finishes first is the winner. The losing 
team can tidy up. 
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Trick or treats 

Give your trick-or-treaters a homemade 
surprise by knocking up some candy kebabs 
made from skewers of pick ’n’ mix, spooky 
shaped bakes or a personalised bag of freshly 
popped popcorn. 


Hunt for bats 

Make a bat template out of card, then cut out 

a bunch of the flying beasties and decorate 
them however you like. When you have a stack 
of them, get someone to hide the bats around 
the house and go on an epic vampire hunt with 
your friends. 


Pom pom spiders 

Create a pom pom by wrapping yarn round 
and round your fingers for about two minutes, 
before tying it into a parcel. Then remove it 
from your hand and cut through the yarn on 
either side, trimming the sides into a fluffy ball 
shape. Now use pipe cleaners to create creepy 
crawly spider legs. Stick on a couple of googly 
eyes and some white felt fangs to give your 
eight-legged friend personality. 


Decorate your house for Halloween in no 
time with these simple ideas: 


Tangerine pumpkins 

Haven't bought a pumpkin? Oranges work 
just as well if you use a permanent marker and 
it takes minutes to do without the need for 
carving 
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Jam jar mummies 

Mummify empty jam jars by wrapping them 

in layers of masking tape to create a bandage 
effect. Stick on googly eyes and add an electric 
tea light to display. 


Spooky silhouettes 
Create spooky shadows by sticking cut outs 
of bats, spiders and cats to the inside of your 
lamps. Come night time, turn the lights off and 
leave the lamps on for spooky silhouettes. 
Tissue paper ghosts 

For boo-rilliant bunting, cover a cotton wool 
ball with a cosmetic tissue and secure it with 
along length of ribbon, repeating until you 
have a long row. Draw on spooky faces before 
hanging from shelves or tables. 


Pumpkin painting 

Forget carving pumpkins, use a permanent 
marker to draw on playful jack-o-lantern faces. 
If you have a little extra time, try these no-carve 
pumpkins: use black spray paint, leave to dry, 
then use silver marker pen to make faces 


Halloween goody hand bag 

Fill plastic gloves with sweets and a few fake 
spiders and secure with ribbon. Hang them 
from the banister and give them away as 
gifts to guests or trick or treaters that come 
knocking on your door. 


Autumn 
Colouring 
Competition 


Your name 

Age 

Name of parent or guardian 
Phone number 


Address 


The closing date for entries 

is 24 November 2017. Send 
your entries to Leys News, 26 
Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford 0X4 7BX 


@ 01865 711756 @ editor@leysnews.co.uk 
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Spooky bone biscuits 


Ingredients 

350g plain flour 

1tsp bicarbonate soda 
2tsp ground ginger 
100g butter 

175g brown sugar 
4tbsp golden syrup 

1 beaten egg 


Sift the plain flour, mix 1 tsp bicarbonate of 
soda, 2 tsp ground ginger together. 

Rub in 100g butter then add 175g brown 
sugar, 4tbsp golden syrup and 1 beaten egg. 
Mix to form a soft dough. Roll out and stamp 
out 12 gingerbread men. 

Place on a greased baking sheet and bake at 
Gas Mark 5, 190°C, fan 170°C for 10-12mins. 
Leave to cool. 

Decorate using tubes of ready-made white 
and black icing to look like skeletons. 


Remember...Remember 

We want you all to have a fabulous half term 
and autumn season, and hope that you have 
loads of fun with Halloween and bonfire night 
celebrations, but please remember to take care 
and if your neighbours do not want to join in 
with Trick or Treat please respect their wishes 
and leave them in peace to enjoy their evening. 
Photos courtesy of Tesco. 


Competition Winners 


Colouring Competition 
Last issue's winners are Rhiannon, age 8, 


from Blackbird Leys (top) and Emily, age 5, 
from Greater Leys (below). They both will 
receive a prize. 
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The 
Spanish 
Ghetto 


a, = 5 Sign up to bea 
SY Christmas Light 
Festival Ambassador! 


OXFORD City Councilis volunteer, the City artistic programme and 

looking for enthusiastic Council would like to the lantern procession WHEN | came to England, it was clear that | 

people with different hear from you. Charlotte and much more. needed to avoid Spanish people, so that | could 

skills and life experiences | Maciszonek, Culture really improve my English. 

to become Light Festival and Events Officer said: Other people | know who had come to live here 

Ambassadors. “This will be a great returned to Spain after two or three years, because 
The annual Christmas opportunity to learn they had problems communicating in English. | 

Light Festival returnson new skills, go behind the didn’t want to be like that. 

the weekend of 17 and 19 scenes of a major cultural That’s the reason I chose to live with people who 

November and is a hugely city event and meet new were from abroad. They are Polish and Nigerian. At 

popular event in Oxford people.” first, | couldn’t understand what they said. 

attracting thousands of Roles will include When | went back home, | felt isolated. | 

people. welcoming visitors to couldn't communicate with them and spent my 
Whether it is your the festival and helping time watching videos, movies and reading The 

first time at volunteering them in finding their way 5 Guardian. 

or you are a regular around, assisting with the Not understanding the English language was 


a problem when it came to getting a job. | took 
part in training days but | couldn't pass because | 
Wi N f il > k J k d h B lk couldn't understand what | was being asked to do! 
ami y tic ets to see ac an t @ eansta | needed to find a place where the people could 
: explain everything to me in Spanish because the 
i ' ‘ae Aa A money was running out and I needed to pay the 
n h n SEAS 


rent. 

| needed Spanish people! | found a group on 
Facebook called Spanish in Oxford. There were 
Spanish and they explained everything that | 
needed to know. When | met these new people, 
they said they had had the same experience. The 
same kind of jobs, the same shifts and they came 
from the same place. 

To stay in another country, it’s important that 
you don't feel isolated. You can have very clear 
goals, but you need to live. A lot of people who 
come to England stay only four or six months and 
then go back to Spain. The weather, the language 
or missing your family could be good reasons to 
leave the UK. 

You need to enjoy the situation you are in and 
take it all one step at a time. That’s important. You 
also need the people of your country to help you 
at first. 

| have discovered a great country in the last few 


WE ARE giving away family tickets for the forthcoming Christmas Panto, Jack and the i \ Á Fi 
Beanstalk at the Oxford Playhouse. Scale new heights with Jack and the Beanstalk, Fo à f 
Oxford Playhouse's spectacular family pantomime for 2017. After getting into e 
humungous trouble with his mother for selling their hapless cow for a handful of 
beans, Jack's dreams come true when they start to grow... and grow... and GROW. 
Join him on the adventure of a lifetime as he outwits the giant and is reunited 
with his childhood sweetheart Jill... all with a little help from his friends. ..and you, of 
course! Add into the mix hilarious jokes, lots of sparkle and bucket loads of music and 
dancing — fabulous festive fun is to be had by all. Who knows what surprises he will 
face but there is only one thing that’s for sure — it'll be the best panto in the land. 


Please email you answer to: officemanager@ 
leysnews.co.uk and be sure to include 

your full name, address and contact 

phone number. Alternatively, you can post 
your entry to The Jack and the Beanstalk 
competition, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


To win aset of Family tickets 

(4x tickets up to 2 x adults, plus ice 
creams) simply answer the following 
question: 


What is the name of Jack’s sweetheart ? 


A) Sally : i months when | was travelling around England. My 
B) Jill Closing date for entries is 24 November 2017 English has improved and | can speak fluently. But, 
C) Lucy Usual Terms and Conditions apply and the sometimes, not always, you still need your people 


editor’s decision is final. and your language. You need the Spanish Ghetto. 


Sisters Act Too 
Needs You! 


WHAT happens when you mix together two sisters, a church with 

a leaking roof, some well-known songs, a couple of puppets, a 

financial advisor and some health and safety officials? Hmm... 
"Sisters Act Too!" Is a new musical being written by local residents 


which will be staged in the spring. Inspired by the character played Inspired by Sister Act. 
by Whoopi Goldberg in the famous Sister Act films and stage 


shows and using local landmarks and stories the play aims to bring Blackbird l eys , 


together local people to have fun, put on a fabulous production 


and learn drama and acting skills. very own musical! 
So, if you fancy yourself as a budding performer, or would like H 
y 11 October, 5.30-7.30pm., 


oly Family Ch urch. 


to help out back stage then this could be just the thing for you. 


sda 
Rehearsals start on Wednesday 11 October 5.30pm to 7.30pm Rehearsals start Wedne 
at Holy Family Church on Blackbird Leys Road. No experience is 


a J siasm and 4320 
necessary and there are a wide range of parts available. If you do Nö exp giente necessary, enthus Call 0791 770 


ry i es. , i 
have a talent or party piece that you like to perform then thatis also [MPT Tare EE and to try out different role for more information 
welcomed. e and musicians needed too 


Back stage peop! 
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OXFORD City Council has 
announced a new strategy to tackle 
homelessness and rough sleeping 

in the city. It addresses the city-wide 
impacts of what is a national issue 
and will see a net increase in the 
number of beds to be made available 
to support rough sleepers with a 
connection to Oxford. 

Councillor Mike Rowley, Board 
Member for Housing said: “We are 
seeing a national homelessness 
crisis that is impacting Oxford along 
with the rest of the country. This 
requires central government action, 
rather than just leaving the burden 
and cost to those cities that attract 
people needing help from elsewhere, 
as a result of having done more to 
tackle their own local share of the 
problem. Oxford City Council already 
does more than most other local 
authorities. 

“We've launched a consultation 
on our new strategy to help tackle 
homelessness and rough sleeping. 
As part of the consultation process, 
we will convene meetings with key 
stakeholders to assess the causes 
and potential remedies for the rising 
levels of street homelessness. We 
will also engage rough sleepers and 
service users directly to consult them 
on the strategy.” 

Oxford City Council is working 
in partnership with voluntary 
groups and charity partners and has 
developed the following principles to 
tackle rough sleeping: 

@ No first night out - working with 
our partners to prevent people from 


Wednesdays 6.15- 7.45 


September 2017 - May 2018 


Plans will tackle 
homelessness 
and rough sleeping 


ending up on the street 

@ No second night out — a swift 
intervention to make sure that 
anyone we may have missed does 
not have to spend a second night 
sleeping rough. 

@ No living on the streets - 
personalised services so that every 
person routinely sleeping rough 

is treated as an individual and 
supported to get off the streets for 
good 

@ Provide an effective pathway — so 
that there is accommodation and 
where necessary supported housing 
available to move people into for 
the long term after they've been 
temporarily in a hostel to get them 
immediately off the streets 

@ No return to the streets - to reduce 
evictions from supported housing, 
where those placements go wrong, 
by working even more closely with 
partners, particularly in mental health 
services. 


at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Ln W, Oxford OX4 6JZ 


Weekly meetings discovering stories and poems for 
sheer enjoyment, looking at how writers weave their 
effects, led by novelist Tim Pears 


No pens, no paper, no 
prep -like a book club 


but without the homework 


®@ Crisis provision — ensure we have 
enough crisis accommodation, 
including reviewing winter and 
severe weather provision 

@ Reconnecting people with their 
home areas - around 50% of people 
sleeping rough on our streets have 
no local connection. We will help 
them find the support they need in 
their own areas, rather than sleeping 
on Oxford's streets, or expecting a 
long-term solution in the city. 

Stephen Robertson, CEO, The Big 
Issue Foundation, said: “As a partner 
of the Oxford Homeless Pathway, The 
Big Issue Foundation recognises the 
visible on-going challenges of the 
scale of homelessness in the city. We 
remain committed to working with 
the Pathway in tackling the issues 
and on a daily basis we work with 
individuals to provide a ‘hand up 
and not a hand out’, recognizing that 
earning an income is a key step ina 
person’s journey towards stability 
and a better life. 

“We seek to address the 
fundamental issues attached to social 
and financial exclusion to change 
lives for good. The hard truth is 
that the whole country has faced a 
genuine homelessness crisis for years, 
with Oxford no exception, and the 
number of people sleeping rough 
in our city isn't shrinking. This is 
despite the fact that we've all been 


HOMELESSNESS: 
My story 


MY NAME is Francesca, | am 27 
years old and this time last year | 
was homeless. | come from a town 
close to Oxford and grew up ina 
middle class family, although my 
parents divorced before | was born 
| had your average childhood. | 
started work when | left school 
which saw me move to London. 

| then moved to Oxford and 
everything was fine until | started 
having anxiety and was later 
diagnosed with a mental health 
condition which | have now 
overcome. 

Due to a relationship breakdown, 
| found myself with nowhere to 
go, | guess you can say because of 
my anxiety | isolated myself from 
everyone. At this point | called the 
council and begged them to help, 
They told me they had found me 
a bed in O'Hanlon house which | 


working hard on this together, with 
Oxford City Council investing a lot of 
time, energy and money in support 
services — a lot more in fact than in 
many other parts of the country. 

“We welcome today’s 
announcement that the City Council 
is going to redouble its efforts, and 
fully commit itself to a new citywide- 
partnership approach. Street 
homelessness of this scale is an 
indictment on our society, and we are 
right behind Oxford’s fresh push to 
tackle this crisis.” 

Homeless hostel provision 
There are currently two homeless 
hostels in the city - O'Hanlon House 
and Simon House - with a total of 108 
beds. From 1 April 2018 and until 31 
March 2020, the following number 
of bed spaces will be funded for City 
Council use under the pooled budget 
arrangements: 

@ 27 in O'Hanlon House 

@ 22 in Simon House - the City 
Council has confirmed it will continue 
to fund around 22 beds at Simon 
House whilst a new 22-25 bed fit-for- 
purpose hostel (with 15 additional 
units of move-on housing) is built on 
anew site 

@ 31 in Connection Support 
dispersed housing 

@ 21 in Mayday Trust dispersed 
housing 

@ Total 101 beds 


didn’t know at the time was the 
night shelter. | got dropped off 
there and remember feeling so 
terrified of what was going to come 
of me, | stayed at the night shelter 
for seven days. 

On one of those days it was a 
Sunday and | woke feeling this urge 
to go church. | had previously been 
to church although lost my way at 
some point. That day changed my 
life. 

Pastor Craig said: “there is 
someone in this room that needs to 
know they are loved and at home.” 

That hit me because | had no 
home and felt | had no one to turn 
too. In that same service the story 
of God dragging Adam and Eve 
out of the bushes to talk to them 
was told and that day changed my 
perspective, soul and gave me so 
much strength. 

This was just the start of my 
journey which saw me go through 
the homeless shelters in Oxford. 
Each day | was going to take one 


In addition, the City Council provides 
the following beds from its own 
funds to meet demand in Oxford: 

@ 41 in dispersed housing Project 41 
@ 10 in Mayday Trust dispersed 
housing 

@ 5 in specialist housing adopting the 
‘Housing First’ model 

@ 10 in Acacia Housing (also adopting 
the Housing First model). 

Additional 66 beds 

This total of 167 beds for rough 
sleepers with a connection to Oxford 
excludes a further 10 spaces in sit up 
services, as well as winter provision. 
The City Council is in discussion 
with the churches and universities 
around the provision of winter 
accommodation for all rough sleepers, 
regardless of connection when the 
weather is severely cold. 

The pooled budget also funds the 
following provision across the county 
for the District Councils: 

@ 29 in O'Hanlon House (beds 
proportioned between Districts for 
District use) 

@ 13 in Banbury for Cherwell District 
Council 

@ 6 in Chipping Norton for West 
Oxfordshire District Council 

@ 13 in Abingdon for South 
Oxfordshire and the Vale of White 
Horse District Councils 

Lastly, Oxfordshire County Council 
decommissioned the Lucy Faithful 
House hostel in 2015 and its 61 beds 
have been re-provided through a 
dispersed housing service around 
the city run by Mayday Trust (31) and 
Connections (31). The building itself 
is in poor condition and no longer 
suitable as a modern hostel for the 
future. 

The City Council will be developing 
the site for much needed affordable 
housing. In October this year, the City 
Executive Board (CEB) will consider 
a report requesting permission 
to demolish it and take forward 
the development via the council's 
housing company. 


more step forward so kept busy 
using every resource possible. 

Art with Crisis helped me express 
myself, Refresh Cafe kept me 
focused on getting back to work 
and Aspire is still helping me to this 
day. In fact Aspire have helped me 
massively and given me courage 
and I am now about to start a new 
job. 

Today | have a flat, A healthy 
mind, body and soul, amazing 
friends and family and an exciting 
new career. 

This journey was not an easy one, 
believe me, but every time | got 
knocked down I knew that I had the 
strength to rise up stronger. 

Homelessness is a massive issue 
but it could be anyone. It could be 
you or someone you love. | survived 
it and am forever grateful for each 
service that has helped me along 
the way. 
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Blackbird Leys Learning Centre. 


Since its launch at the end of last year, the 
centre, headed up by Sasha East, has provided 
17 courses and events which were attended by 
124 local people. The wide range of courses, 
activities and events are all aimed at widening 


local participation in adult education. 


Abingdon and Witney College provide this 
service through their adult and community 


Lots of learnin 


GUITAR playing, 3D sculpture and politics are 
just some of the courses being offered by The 


learning activities. 


able to offer.” 


learning provision and are keen to continue to 
listen to local people and adapt the programme, 
as well as finding new ways to bring people 
together for leisure, pleasure and work related 


Sasha East said: “I am really proud to be 
back working here in the community and really 
excited about the wide range of courses we are 


Since the new autumn term kicked off in the 
middle of September a further 23 courses are on 


gon the Leys 


the menu and over 50 local people have signed 
up to get involved. Courses include evening IT 
courses, guitar playing and 3D Sculpture using 
recyclable materials. New courses starting in 
the next few weeks include an introduction to 
politics, creative writing and so much more. 


E To find out more about the courses pop 
in to Blackbird Leys Library or call 01235 


216447 


The Great British 
Bike Off cycles 
into Oxford 


THE Great British Bike Off is an alternative, customised 
bike festival that will be held on October 21 in Oxford 
City Centre. It will offer individuals and groups the 
opportunity to restore abandoned unrideable bikes, 
customise their own bicycles and enter them ina 
competition, show off existing products or previously 
customised bicycles and join hundreds of other 
special bikes on a city-centre parade. 

The event will aim to strengthen community 
cohesion in Oxfordshire with outreach projects and 
by bringing different groups together from all over 
the county, encourage more people to cycle, address 
health inequalities and promote safer cycling. 

There will be more than 30 customised bikes, tricycles 
and mobility aids, merchandise, food and drinks stalls, 
live bands and DJs and a number of bikes donated to 
Young People in Oxfordshire. 

Proceeds from the event will go towards Cowley 
based charity The Ark-T Centre. The Ark T Centre 
uses creativity as a tool for self-empowerment and 
their projects aim to increase wellbeing and personal 
resilience for people facing multiple disadvantages. 


E To find out more info or get involved contact 
The Ark T Centre, Crowell, Road, Oxford OX4 3LN. 
Telephone: 01865 396778 
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Ruskin College 
launches 

its Further 
Education 
Prospectus 


OXFORD based Ruskin College 

provides learning opportunities 
for the local community and for 
students from across the UK and 


beyond. The prospectus offers a 
wide range of courses supporting 
access to employment and higher 
education, personal development, 
vocational skills at accredited levels 
and courses for interest. 

New this year is a range 
of certificates and awards in 
bookkeeping, customer service, 
business administration, teaching 
support, youth work, counselling, 
emergency first at aid work, and 
health and safety in the workplace. 
These courses will help either 
progress students in their current 
work place to develop their skills or 


to enable them to start a new career. 


The college also offers English and 


Maths qualifications at a range of 
different levels: from ESOL to GSCE. 


The Access to Higher Education 


Diplomas in Health Professions and 
Social Sciences are always extremely 
popular due to the blend of 


preparing for further academic study 


and vocational relevance. 


A residential programme is offered 


that will give insight into some of 
the issues faced by today’s society. 
The programme covers topics 

such as drug or alcohol awareness, 
coping with stress, understanding 
mental health, an introduction to 
counselling, and getting savvy with 
social media. 

For more information on the 
Further Education prospectus and 
Ruskin College, please visit: www. 
ruskin.ac.uk or telephone 01865 
759600 


Financial Support 

Paying for tuition can be a barrier to 
further education. To counter this, 
the college offers ways of accessing 
financial support. If you are 19 or 
over starting a full time level 3 

or 4 course you can apply for an 
Advanced Learner Loan. The loan is 
not means tested and most students 


will be eligible, this will cover the 
cost of the tuition fees. You do not 
need to make any repayments until 
you are earning over £21,000 per 
year. 

Advanced Learner Loans 
for Access to Higher Education 
courses are automatically cleared 
if you go on to complete a higher 
education course, with support of 
a higher education student loan. 
For more information, visit gov.uk/ 
advanced-learning-loans. 

The College will support 
students from a variety of financial 
backgrounds and personal 
circumstances with their studies. 

It offers student bursaries to 

cover the cost of studying. 

Financial support schemes are also 
available to help students with living 
costs (maintenance). There is more 
information available on the College 
website: https://www.ruskin.ac.uk/ 
student-life/fees. 

All Maths and English courses are 
free for learners who do not have a 
GCSE qualification in these subjects. 
Also if you are in receipt of benefits 
other courses may also be free. 


Open Day and Events 
The College runs a number of Open 
Days and events throughout the 


year. These events are an ideal 
opportunity for you to gain an 
insight in to what Ruskin College 
has to offer you and how we can 
help you take the next step on 
your learning journey. For more 
information and to register visit our 
Open Day booking page. 


About Ruskin College 

Ruskin is an adult College located in 
Old Headington. It was founded in 
Oxford in 1899, providing vocational 
degrees, apprenticeships, and 
access programmes with a social 
purpose that transforms the lives of 
individuals. 

It is a small college with big 
ideas; with 118 years’ experience of 
enabling individuals to realise their 
potential in the areas of social work, 
activism, social care, youth work, 
public service, politics, voluntary 
work, and the creative industries. 

Ruskin prides itself on: small 
group sessions; exceptional support 
and expert tuition; an individualised 
approach to learning; a diverse and 
culturally thriving campus; modern 
facilities and a fantastic library. 


E For more info see website: 
www.ruskin.ac.uk 
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Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). 
To book your space ring John, 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN. 
T 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
T 01865 469069 & 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
T 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
01865 338050 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Spice Box 

Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG 

T 01865 395999 or 712800 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, OX4 4HX 
2 01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
0X4 4HS. 

01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 
34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
T 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
T 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
T 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
T 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
T 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
T 01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children /babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


JOBS 


WHAT A DIFFERENCE WOULD 
MORE INCOME MAKE TO 
YOUR LIFE? 

We have a home-based health and 
wellness business and are currently 
looking for honest, ethical and 
hardworking individuals to join our 
successful team earning £500+ part- 
time a month or £3000+ full time. 
T For further info without 
obligation contact Pat on 07957 
491868 


Start your own business with Neals Yard 
Remedies. 

T Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
T 01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford 
0X4 3PH 

T 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

T 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T 07887296583 
www.facebook.com 
/LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, 0X4 3TY. 
T 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
T 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, 0X2 9DY. 
T 01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay fio 


96 4 bedroom howses AGENT 


more! 


needed) We will rent or bay! 


© @leysnewseditor 


@ 01865 711756 


(@) editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Wanta fast sale at near market price? 
& # Solutions for properties with little or 
< | no equity, refurbishment work taken 


——" on. Whatever your circumstances 
there may bea solution for you. 
@ Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 
E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
9% 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD. 
01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
T 01865 773486 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN! 


Would you like 
your sporting 


achievements 
featured in Leys 
News? 


Email us at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


Want to 
advertise 
in Leys 
News? 


To discuss your 
advert email John at 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


or call 01865 711756 


WHAT'S ON 
IN THE LEYS 


A guide to what's available locally. 
If you want a free listing for your service 
or event, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T 01865 770206 


E Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the Early 
Intervention Blackbird Leys Young People 
Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


E Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would like 
to consider a new job, or taking up work for 
the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday from 
10am—12pm. Just drop in. 

Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 

T all or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


E Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

T 01865 772886. 

m BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.15—5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

T 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

E Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

T Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 

E 35th Oxford Scout Group 

T Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 


DOVECOTE AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

T 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


m Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

T Fiona, 07891 419793 


E Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
6.30—8.45pm. 

T Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4-5pm 

£1.20. For 14—18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


E Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Alexandra, 07804 500313 


E Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
T 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 7286 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 


Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


T 01865 770403 


LEISURE 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 
T Hannah, 07512 364367 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 


FREE courses at BLITZ 


The BLITZ IT hub is offering free courses to help people who live in the Leys to improve 


their IT and computer skills. Complete beginners welcome. 
Call us on 01865 806453 
or drop in and see us in Blackbird Leys Community Centre 


for new members. Open night every 
Tuesday from 6pm. 

T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 

or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


E Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for 
new members and invites men, women, 
boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
T 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


LEYS POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRE 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am—8pm 

Sunday: 8am—8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 

Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
0X4 6JL 

T 0844 893 3222 


OXFORD UNITED EDUCATION 
AND FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course for 
boys and girls aged 16-19. 

Please email Chad for more details. 
01865 336138 
chadwoollands@oxfordunitedlearning. 
co.uk 

www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 
the tin! Football but no running allowed. 
£3.50. 

Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX4 7W). 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


E Over 60s Bingo Cub 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 
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WELLBEING 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


E Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Œ Zumba Fitness and Toning 
Suitable for all fitness levels. The Barn, 
Greater Leys. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
6.30-7.30pm. There are many ways to 
keep fit and/or lose weight — some are 
just more fun! 

T Elishia 07761 343655 

or Pat 07957 491868 


Tea-Time Social 

Mondays, 1.30-3.30 pm. Enjoy a cup 
of tea and a chat. Play board games, 
Scrabble, Dominoes, Quiz. £1. 


Age UK drop-in 


Friendly information and help on over- 


50s services and activities in Oxford. 
T 395908 


Dance 


Next Monday Line Dance: 6 November, 


Tam—12pm, £2. Beginners and 
seated dancers very welcome. No 
partners needed. 


Over-50s advice 
FREE Monthly session. 10am—12pm. 
T Appointments, 395908 


Yoga 


Tuesdays, 10—11am, £2. For those new 


to Yoga this is a good place to start. 


Singing for Fun 
Tuesdays, 1.30—3.30pm. FREE. 
T 395908 


E The Clockhouse Community Centre, Long Ground, Greater Leys 0X4 7FX (look forthe clocks ontheroof) %& 01865 395908 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 


Eucharist: Sundays, 10am, with children’s activities. 


Œ ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 
T 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


E The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

T 01865 794794 


E Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 
Aself-help group of people who use 
or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 


share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 


T 07729 581975 


E Oxfordshire Mind 
Short courses, groups and other support 


Wednesday Crafts 

11am-12.30 pm. Bring your knitting, 
crochet, sewing or drawing/colouring, 
it’s never too late to learn a craft and 
join us for a natter. £1 


Phoenix Rising 

We have moved to the Clockhouse. 
Wednesdays, 1.30—4pm. Activities, 
speakers, trips please 

T Sheila Kelly 07534 740589 


Tai chi 
Thursdays, 10—11am. Boost your 
flexibility, improve your fitness. 


Art Group 

Potters Court, Robin Place, Greater 
Leys OX4 7FF. Thursdays, 2—4pm. 
Watercolours, pastels and charcoal. £1 
T 395908 


SLIGO — Gardening Club 

If you enjoy gardening do come and 
join us. Thursdays, 2—4pm. Adults of 
all ages welcome at these monthly 
meetings! £2 


E Mountain of Fire & Miracles Ministries 
49 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 2ER 
Sundays: Worship/Praise Service, 1lam—2pm 
Wednesdays: Deliverance, Prayer Quake, Bible 


are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
T 01865 247788 


E Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
T 07974185554 


E Rosewood Club 
For people with dementia. Based at The 


Clockhouse in Greater Leys. Open Monday 


to Friday, 9.30am—3pm. Offers you a 
stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your carer gets a well-earned rest. 


£20 per day includes a two course lunch, 


refreshments and entertainment. Come 
and see what you think by arranging an 


informal visit. Call Julie Perks on 749349 or 
email rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


The Clockhouse Community Centre 


Evening socials 

Adults of all ages welcome! 
Wednesday 25 October: Quiz Night. 
7-9 pm. £2. 


News and Views 

Fridays, 10am—12noon (term time 
only) at Blackbird Leys Library 

T A&W College 01235 216459 
sasha.east@abingdon-witney.ac.uk 


NEW: Weekly Walking Group 

Talk the Talk and Walk the Walk. A 
gentle walk for beginner's and enjoy 
a cuppa back at the Clockhouse at the 
end of the walk. 

T For more info please phone 
395908. 


NEW: Book Worm Corner 

Book Club. Do you like reading and 
fancy a discussion about the book that 
you are all reading? Why not come and 
join us! 

T For more info please phone 
395908. 


NOTICES 
The Leys WI 


Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30pm, at The Clockhouse. 
All ladies aged 18 or over 
are welcome to attend. 
T 07973 336 041 
W: www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


Socialist Party 
Meeting 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
T 0208 9888777 


Volunteer car drivers needed! 
Come and help local residents with 
mobility difficulties enjoy Clockhouse 
Project activities. 

T For details phone 395908 


Leys WI 

First Wednesday of month, 7.30— 
9.30pm. Welcome all women over 16 
for a couple of free visits. Hope you'll 
enjoy it and become a member. 
theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 

T 395908. 


Daybreak’s Rosewood Club 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break for 
their carers. £15 a day (including a hot 
2-course meal) plus a transport charge 
if used. 

T For details or to book an initial 
visit phone 749349 


: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


EŒ Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 

Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 
Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7—9pm. 
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Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre 


@ Leys CDI Youth Project 
After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30—8pm 
Battlefield of the Mind (Young 
women’s project), Tuesdays, 
3.30-7.30pm 

Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
3.30-8pm 

T 01865 395927 


@ Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


@ BLITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T 01865 806453 


@ Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

T 01865 816202 


@ Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tam—1pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—12pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

T 01865 718503 


@ Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T 01865 401585 


@ Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T 01865 779991 


@ IT HUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 


@ FriendLeys 

Community coffee morning, 
£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—1pm 
@ 01865 402070 


@ SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 

T Trish, 07824 644874 


@ Oxford Polish Association 
T For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696 


@ Blackbird Leys Choir 

New members always welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 

T 07775 945279 


SPORTS HALL 
@ Boxing Club 
Juniors and Seniors. @& For details contact Tony, 01865 432995 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with Sports Hall: Space for a wide 
fast wired internet connection, range of activities. 

ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. First Floor Meeting Room: 
For up to ten people. 

Jack Argent Room: Seating for 
up to 60 people. For more details contact 


Jayne on 01865 402070 


E Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HW 


T: 01865 402070 


Studies, 7pm—9pm 

First Saturday of the Month: PMCH (Power Must 
Change Hand), 7am 

T 07438 944186 and 07449 171785 


Bible Study: Sundays, 11am—12pm. 

T Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 964056 
E: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


Timeout: Reflective worship. Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 
Church Office Hour: Tuesdays 1.30-2.30pm and 
Thursdays 10-11am, or by appointment. For 
enquiries, hall bookings, wedding arrangements. 

T Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 

www. holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


E: blackbirdleyscommcentre@oxford.gov.uk 


Œ Redeem Christian Church of God 

Meets at the Sacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 

Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 

Bible study: Weds: 6-8pm, except last Fri of month. 
T 07825 679044 

www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


Œ Leys Community Church 

Meets at Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground, 
Blackbird Leys Road. 

T Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 779700 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


THE BLACKBIRD 
LEYS LEARNING 
CENTRE 


E Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 

Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and children’s 
liturgy; and at 6pm. 

T Rev. Nazarius Mgungwe, 01865 776903 

E: sacredheartchurchoxford@gmail.com 
www.sacredheartoxford.com 


E Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room 

at the BBL Community Centre, 
Sundays: 11am-2pm 

T 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


E Kingsway International Christian Centre 
Sunday service: 11am—1pm, children's 

church runs concurrently. 

Friday Prayer Meeting: 6-7pm. 

The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 

Greater Leys 0X4 7BU. 

T 07951262426 

E: admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


Courses include evening IT courses, 
guitar playing and 3D Sculpture using 
recyclable materials. Courses coming 
over the next few weeks include an 
introduction to politics, creative 
writing and so much more 


E Christ Embassy Oxford 

R&R Frontline Studios, Sandy Lane, 
Oxford 0X4 6LJ 

Sundays: 10am—12.30pm, 
Wednesdays: 7pm—9pm 

T 07984 070632 

www. christembassy-oxford.org 


E Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 


Saturday first service: 9.45-11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. To find out more about the courses pop in to 


www freebible.org.uk Blackbird Leys Library or call 01235 216447 


Autumn 
butterfly 
hunting 


AUTUMN is certainly in the air but 
still, many British butterflies are 
still on the wing in September and 
October. Small Tortoiseshell and 
Comma can be found in gardens 
and other habitats throughout the 
UK. Peacock is widespread all over 
the UK as to is the Large white. 
Small Coppers are often found 
in open habitats all over the UK. 
It can still be challenge to spot 
them though, so watch the 
forecast as most butterflies fly only 
on days over 18°C. Those days can 
otherwise be varied in weather but 
normally sunny, calm, or overcast. 
Select your observation sites 
well. Flowery places with long 
grass are often good, but to see 
rarer species you need to go to the 


SACRED HEART CHURCH 


right habitats. Think like a butterfly 
and escape the stresses of daily 

life for a while- most like warm, 
sheltered, south-facing spots. 

Move slowly, butterflies 
have keen eyesight and sense 
movement in the air, and watch 
your shadow so it doesn’t cast one 
straight on them. 

Educate yourself about the 
plants on which the caterpillars 
and adults of each butterfly prefer 
to feed. Some species remain close 
to their larval foodplants as adults. 

Plan ahead to see a particular 
species as different butterflies fly at 
different times of the year. 

Carry a field guide to help you 
identify the species you see. 

Take a photograph for 
reference (especially if you've seen 
something unusual) including what 
the habitat is like and confirm the 
sighting when you get home. 

Don't leave it too late to see a 
butterfly as sightings reduce in 
the late afternoon, even on warm, 
sunny days. 
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Rain drops 
keeps falling 
on my head 


I OFTEN explore in these writings, 
do we listen or do we really hear? 
Do we look or do we see? Do we 
sniff or do we really smell? Do we 


touch or do we feel? Do we eat or 
do we really taste? 

A wildlife garden is a busy 
ecosystem with all its strands and 
food chains. 

| was sitting in one such garden 
the other day, watching the rain 
arrive. That life giving occurrence 
that often causes the amphibians, 
slugs and worms to appear. 

Initially single drops, disintegrating 
on impact, or retaining their form in 


little gelatinous balls, distorting the 
light. Their form secure, yet fragile 
at the same time. Reminiscent of 
all life in a wildlife garden, even our 
own existence in it. 

Are we fully aware of all that 
makes up the construct of these 
little jewels of life? What stories 
could each droplet tell if they 
could speak? Maybe, they do 
communicate a message, and by 
using our hearing, senses of touch, 
taste and smell, not just our vision. 
We may actually be able to pick up 
those communications? 

When it rains, do we experience 
each droplet or just that it's wet? 


| What happens to those individual 


rain drops as they are joined by 
others and merge to form a layer of 
the wet stuff? 

On a microscopic level can this 
merged body of water still offer 
up parameters and a residual 
separation. So each drop still exists 
whilst still being part of the sum 
total of the mass of water? 

Kind of again reflective of the 
ecosystems in our gardens and 
in our own lives. A bigger picture 
is always made up of an infinite 
volume of individual parts. 

These little rains drops | was 
watching are not only a reflection of 
the light, but they reflect ourselves 
back at us too. 

Happy Gardening 
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